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SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

A striking word is always in danger of becoming a thought- 
saving device. We have seen this happen to "strategic," "con- 
structive," "expert," "intensive," and many another. At first 
they stood for great and convincing ideas and were used by those 
who grasped the idea. Then they became official and professional. 
Men without ideas used them in much the same way that an 
algebraist uses x and y instead of dollars and cents. Thereupon 
the idea became conventional, and men looked about for other 
rhetorical novelties to give an air of intelligence to loquacity. 

"Social reconstruction" is in danger of sharing the same fate. 
It is on everybody's lips. By uttering it men claim to have social 
sympathies and to be prophets of a new social order. Pretty soon 
we shall get tired of it, just as we got tired of other terms. Then 
we shall think that social reconstruction is no longer needed, or 
has been accomplished. Unfortunate indeed is an idea too familiar 
with its vocabulary. 

But social reconstruction as a reality will not grow quiescent as 
its name loses its youthful charm. It is too terrific for jugglers in 
words to express, much less control. Down in the depths of human 
life are forces which care very little about after-dinner speeches or 
clever vocabularies. The bottom of society has broken loose and 
is coming up. 

Many a man speaks of social reconstruction as he speaks of 
remodeling his house by building a sleeping-porch on its rear. 
He does not see that reconstruction means sacrifice. When well- 
to-do persons talk about social reconstruction they may as well 
remember that it will come only at the price of something which 
they themselves must pay. They may expect barely perceptible 
social changes whose symbol is baths and gymnasiums. But to 
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millions of other people social reconstruction means that the man 
who works the machine shall be at least part owner of the product 
of his toil. Once let that economic conception become rooted in 
human life, and the economic order will understand what the kings 
endured when their subjects came to feel that they owned the state. 

At such a moment are Christian men and women to be passive ? 
Is the church of Jesus Christ to interpret good will and justice as 
Christmas gifts and respectability ? Are we to ignore morality in 
the relations of nations and the interplay of economic groups ? 

To an intelligent man these questions seem to answer themselves. 
A man who cannot answer them with a solemn negative may as 
well regard himself as an ethical anachronism. A church that 
would make no moral contribution to such social reconstruction 
is an outgrown purveyor of pious respectabilities. Social recon- 
struction needs the dynamic of the cross of Christ. 

The times are tragic and stern, but full of hope. God works 
through social evolution. He makes the wrath of men to praise 
him. He creates Zions out of heathen strongholds and his kingdom 
out of the kingdoms of men. Just now a man's religious faith will 
be either a great dynamic or a piece of aesthetic bric-a-brac. If 
some prefer spiritual purring to sacrificial service, the rest of us who 
hear the call of tomorrow in the processes of today, will have to 
carry them as well as our tasks. 

We who really believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ as more than 
individual believe also that the saved world will not be an exhumed, 
resuscitated past. It will be a Christian social order in which men 
shall be given justice, and shall be less compelled to make sacrifices 
because they are just. 

For men shall have the attitudes and the behavior of Jesus 
Christ. 



